
• Volume 158, Issue 319 • A Lee Enterprises Newspaper • Copyright 2022 Follow us online:  facebook.com/SiouxCityJournal  twitter.com/SCJ

THE MINI: Musicians who were told they were too loud are now being inducted in the Iowa Rock and 
Roll Hall of Fame. If you wait long enough, everything changes. Congratulations to the new inductees. 
— JOURNAL EDITORIAL BOARD
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As Iowa grapples with a dra-
matic increase in overdose deaths 
involving fentanyl, some experts 
and activists say the best-proven 
solutions are currently criminal-
ized in the state.

Advocates of harm reduction 
— a set of strategies to reduce 
the negative e� ects of ongoing 
drug use — say Iowa’s laws are 
counterproductive to the goal of 

lowering over-
dose deaths and 
getting people 
with substance 
use disorders into 
treatment.

D e m o c ra t i c 
Attorney General 
Tom Miller threw 
his voice into the 
discussion last 

month, when he called on the 
Iowa Legislature to legalize fen-
tanyl test strips, which can test 
drugs for fentanyl, and expand 
access to naloxone, a medication 
that can reduce the e� ects of a 
drug overdose.

Fentanyl is a synthetic opi-
oid that is used in medical set-
tings, often for the treatment of 
severe pain. It can be up to 100 
times stronger than morphine, 
meaning it takes a much smaller 
amount to cause an overdose. 
The presence of illicit fentanyl, 
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SIOUX CITY — The timing 
couldn’t have been much better.

Twenty-nine years and one 
day after she fi rst enlisted with 
the U.S. armed forces, Col. Sonya 

Morrison obtained the highest 
rank of her career on Saturday 
when she was o�  cially installed 
as the fi rst female commander 
of the Iowa Air National Guard’s 
185th Air Refueling Wing in 
Sioux City . 

At the ceremony, which be-
gan at noon in the base’s fuel 
cell hangar, Morrison partici-
pated in the change of command 
with outgoing leader Col. Mark 
Muckey, a Sioux City native who 

occupied the post for more than 
three years and has served for 38 
years in total.  

Just after 12:30 p.m., Morrison 
fi nally got to speak as the 15th 
commander of the Air Refueling 
Wing. 

“I will always strive to be the 
best commander I’m capable of 
being to you,” Morrison told the 
crowd of more than 200 service 
members.

In taking over a unit that’s 

won more than a dozen Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Awards for ex-
ceptionally meritorious service, 

A first for the 185th
JARED MCNETT, SIOUX CITY JOURNAL

Col. Sonya Morrison succeeds the outgoing wing commander, Col. Mark Muckey, at right, who is moving on to Iowa National Guard Joint Forces 
Headquarters. Iowa Air National Guard Brig. Gen. Shawn D. Ford, far left, oversaw the transition. 

Iowa’s laws 
impede 
treatments 
for fentanyl

ALAN FRAM AND FARNOUSH AMIRI 
Associated Press 

WASHINGTON — The Sen-
ate parliamentarian on Saturday 
dealt a blow to Democrats’ plan 
for curbing drug prices but left the 
rest of their sprawling economic 
bill largely intact as party leaders 
prepared for fi rst votes on a pack-
age containing many of President 
Joe Biden’s top domestic goals.

Elizabeth MacDonough, the 
chamber’s nonpartisan rules arbi-
ter, said lawmakers must remove 
language imposing hefty pen-
alties on drugmakers that boost 
their prices beyond infl ation in 
the private insurance market. 

Those were the bill’s chief pric-
ing protections for the roughly 
180 million people whose health 
coverage comes from private in-
surance, either through work or 
bought on their own.

Other major provisions were 
left intact, including giving Medi-
care the power to negotiate what 
it pays for pharmaceuticals for 
its 64 million elderly recipients, 
a longtime goal for Democrats. 
Penalties on manufacturers for 
exceeding infl ation would apply to 
drugs sold to Medicare, and there 
is a $2,000 annual out-of-pocket 
cap on drug costs and free vac-
cines for Medicare benefi ciaries.

Her rulings came as Democrats 
planned to begin Senate votes 
Saturday on their wide-rang-
ing package addressing climate 
change, energy, health care costs, 
taxes and even defi cit reduction. 
Party leaders have said they be-
lieve they have the unity they 
will need to move the legislation 
through the 50-50 Senate, with 
Vice President Kamala Harris’ 
tiebreaking vote and over solid 
Republican opposition.

“This is a major win for the 
American people,” Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck Schumer, 

Democrats’ drug plan takes a hit

PATRICK SEMANSKY, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Sen. Ron Wyden, D-Ore., talks with reporters Saturday on Capitol Hill in 
Washington.Please see SENATE, Page A5

185TH AIR REFUELING WING

Col. Sonya Morrison 
installed as wing 
commander

WATCH:Col. Sonya 
Morrison talk about 
being named the new 
commander of the 

185th, point your smartphone 
camera at the QR Code and tap 
the link.  

Please see 185TH, Page A5

Fentanyl drove most 
of Iowa’s overdose 
deaths in ’21

Miller

Please see FENTANYL, Page A4

NOW OFFERING
ONLINE RESERVATIONS

To reserve your time or current wait times, go to familyhealthcareofsiouxland.com If you experience life-threatening symptoms, please call 911.

FAMILY HEALTH CARE HAS
2 URGENT CARE LOCATIONS:
Morningside

4545 Sergeant Road, Sioux City, IA 51106
Mon-Fri / 5:30pm - 9pm • Sat-Sun / 9am - 5pm

Northside
4230 Hamilton Blvd., Sioux City, IA 51104

Mon-Fri / 5:30pm - 9pm • Sat-Sun / 10am - 6pm
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Shelby Prindaville spent 
two months of the summer 
painting on mosquito ovi-

positioning paper, sculpting 
AstroTurf with a heat gun, and 
taking reference photographs of 
a brown thrasher nestling, during 
the inaugural artist-in-residence 
program at the Louisiana State 
University School of Veterinary 
Medicine. 

“Every single piece that I made 
has one, if not multiple, things 
from the vet school,” said Prinda-
ville, an associate professor and 
head of the Visual Arts Depart-
ment at Morningside University. 
“It spans chemicals, like stains, 
and medicines, as well. Betadine 
has been surprisingly useful, be-
cause it’s basically iodine plus a 
little bit of extra other stu� . Io-
dine has long been used as a wood 
stain.”

Prindaville, who received her 
master’s degree from LSU in 
painting and drawing, was con-
tacted by a former professor 
about serving as a consultant, as 
the School of Veterinary Medi-
cine embarked on a venture that 
has never been done at a veteri-
nary school in the United States 
before.

She didn’t expect to be o� ered 
the fi rst artist residency of its 
kind or think that she would have 
the availability in the near fu-
ture to do it. The school initially 
planned to run the residency for 
six months to one year in the fall. 

But, when they proposed a two-
month residency to Prindaville 
during the summer, she jumped 
at the opportunity. 

“My work is about the sort 
of fragility and resilience of the 
natural world. It’s about ecology 
and the human — nature balance 
seen through the lens of the fauna 
a flora, not through the lens of 
humanity,” Prindaville said by 
phone from Baton Rogue. Just 
moments earlier, she was pho-
tographing a diagnostic scan of 
a Magnificent Frigatebird, a large 
black bird with a wingspan of 
over seven feet. “The opportu-
nity to get really close, especially 
to the animals from the wildlife 
hospital, which are species that 
I would have a very hard time,
just as a general citizen, getting 
that type of close proximity ac-
cess to — that was really appeal-
ing.”

Prindaville said artist residen-
cies are “exciting opportunities” 
for her. She enjoys the pressure 
that comes along with having a 
deadline to complete artwork for 
an exhibition. 

“For me, it kind of combines a 
vacation with guilt-free produc-
tivity,” said Prindaville, whose 
artist studio was in a study room 
in the bustling vet school. “I re-
ally like all my bodies of work at 
residencies to connect to the site. 
I was excited to see what materi-
als I might be able to incorporate 
from the vet school itself.” 

PHOTOS PROVIDED 

Shelby Prindaville, an associate professor and head of the Visual Arts Department at Morningside University, 
paints the background of an artwork with Eosin Y stain from the Clinical Pathology Department at the Louisiana 
State University School of Veterinary Medicine in Baton Rogue.

Fortifi cation, mixed media painting of a Mississippi kite including 
ZooMed’s PVP Prep Solution, Integrative Medicine’s AcuZone smokeless 
moxa-rolls, cornstarch, and acrylic on panel 2022

Shelby Prindaville, an 
associate professor and head 
of the Visual Arts Department 
at Morningside University, 
holds Lurch, a baby Nigerian 
Dwarf goat that was delivered 
via C-section, at the Louisiana 
State University School of 
Veterinary Medicine in Baton 
Rogue. 

ARTWORK SHELBY PRINDAVILLE 

Top: Lineage, mixed media painting of a 
Nigerian Dwarf goat incorporating Large 
Animal’s goat halter rope, debudding tool 
marks, and acrylic on panel 2022
Above: Shelby Prindaville 
Vulture Sculpture, mixed media sculpture of 
a black vulture including QuickCure Clay and 
ZooMed’s artifi cial turf 2022
Left: Seeing Double, mixed media relief of a 
Kunekune pig including Dremel counter relief, 
QuickCure Clay, and acrylic on a used pig 
board / sorting panel 2022

MILA KOUMPILOVA, MATT BARNUM 
AND COLLIN BINKLEY
Associated Press/Chalkbeat 

CHICAGO — On a recent 
morning inside Chalmers School 
of Excellence on Chicago’s West 
Side, fi ve preschool and kin-
dergarten students fi nished up 
drawings. Four sta� ers, includ-
ing a teacher and a tutor, chat-
ted with them about colors and 
shapes.

The summer program o� ers the 
kind of one-on-one support par-
ents love. But behind the scenes, 
Principal Romian Crockett wor-
ries the school is becoming pre-
cariously small.

Chalmers lost almost a third of 
its enrollment during the pan-
demic, shrinking to 215 students. 
In Chicago, COVID-19 worsened 
declines that preceded the virus: 
Predominantly Black neigh-
borhoods like Chalmers’ North 

Lawndale, long plagued by dis-
investment, have seen an exodus 
of families over the past decade.

The number of small schools 
like Chalmers is growing in many 
American cities as public school 
enrollment declines. More than 
one in fi ve New York City ele-
mentary schools had fewer than 
300 students last school year. In 
Los Angeles, that fi gure was over 
one in four. In Chicago, it has 
grown to nearly one in three, and 
in Boston it’s approaching one in 
two, according to a Chalkbeat/AP 
analysis.

Most of these schools were not 
originally designed to be small, 
and educators worry coming 
years will bring tighter budgets 
even as schools are recovering 
from the pandemic’s disruption.

“When you lose kids, you lose 
resources,” said Crockett, the 
Chalmers principal. “That im-

pacts your ability to serve kids 
with very high needs.”

A state law prohibits Chicago 
from closing or consolidating 
schools until 2025. And across 
the U.S., COVID-19 relief money 
is helping subsidize shrinking 
schools. But when the money 
runs out in a few years, o�  cials 
will face a di�  cult choice: Keep 
the schools open despite the fi -
nancial strain, or close them, up-
setting communities looking for 
stability for their children.

“My worry is that we will shut 
down when we have all worked 
so hard,” said Yvonne Wooden, 
who serves on Chalmers’ school 
council. Her children went to 
the pre-K through eighth-grade 
school, and two grandchildren at-
tend now. “That would really hurt 
our neighborhood.”

Cities face crisis with shrinking schools

NAM Y. HUH, ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Laiah Collins, 4, center, creates artwork during a class July 13 at Chalmers 
Elementary school in Chicago. Some American cities are seeing their 
schools shrink, with more and more schools serving small numbers of 
students. Those small schools are expensive to run and often still can’t 
o� er everything students need.Please see SCHOOLS, Page D5

Veterinary

ART
Morningside professor participates in first-ever 
artist residency at Louisiana veterinary school

Please see ART, Page D5
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The pandemic accelerated en-
rollment declines in many dis-
tricts as families switched to ho-
meschooling, charter schools and 
other options. Students moved 
away or vanished from school rolls 
for unknown reasons.

Many districts like Chicago give 
schools money for each student. 
That means small schools some-
times struggle to pay for fixed 
costs — the principal, a counselor 
and building upkeep.

To address that, many allocate 
extra money to small schools, 
diverting dollars from larger 
schools. In Chicago, the district 
spends an average of $19,000 an-
nually per student at small high 
schools, while students at larger 
ones get $10,000, according to the 
Chalkbeat/AP analysis.

“I love small schools, but small 
schools are very expensive,” Chi-

cago schools chief Pedro Martinez 
told the school board recently. 
“We can get some really creative, 
innovative models, but we need 
the funding.”

At the same time, these schools 
are often stretched thin. Very 
small schools offer fewer clubs, 
sports and arts programs. Some 
elementary schools group stu-
dents from different grades in the 
same classroom, although Marti-
nez has vowed that won’t happen 
next year.

Manley Career Academy 
High School on Chicago’s West 
Side illustrates the paradox. It 
now serves 65 students, and the 
cost per student has shot up to 
$40,000, even though schools like 
Manley offer few elective courses, 
sports and extracurricular activ-
ities.

“We’re spending $40,000 per 
pupil just to offer the bare mini-
mum,” said Hal Woods of the ad-
vocacy group Kids First Chicago, 
which has studied declining en-

rollment in the district. 
Small schools are popular with 

families, teachers and community 
members because of their tight-
knit, supportive feel. Some argue 
districts should pour more dol-
lars into these schools, many in 
predominantly Black and Latino 
neighborhoods hard hit by the 
pandemic. Schools serve as com-
munity hubs and points of local 
pride even as they lose students — 
as is the case in North Lawndale.

Race also looms large. Nation-
ally, schools with more students of 
color are more likely to be closed, 
and those in affected communities 
often feel unfairly targeted.

The prospect of closing schools 
is particularly fraught in Chicago, 
where 50 schools were shuttered 
in 2013, most in predominantly 
Black neighborhoods. The move 
frayed trust between residents 
and the district and, according to 
University of Chicago research, 
markedly disrupted learning for 
low-income students.

In Boston, where the district 
had been losing students well 
before the pandemic, families 
are skeptical of closures.

Among the schools most at 
risk is P.A. Shaw Elementary 
School in Boston’s Dorchester 
neighborhood. Revived from a 
previous closure in 2014, the 
school had just over 150 students 
last year, down from 250 in 2018. 
After making plans to eliminate 
two classrooms earlier this year 
— seen by some as a harbinger 
of closure — the district faced 
blowback from parents and 
teachers.

Parents rallying behind the 
school included Brenda Ram-
sey, whose 7-year-old daughter, 
Emersyn Wise, is entering sec-
ond grade. When Ramsey be-
came homeless and went to stay 
with family during the pandemic, 
teachers from Shaw drove half an 
hour to deliver schoolwork. Later, 
the school’s staff helped Ramsey 
find permanent housing.

Ramsey, 32, still remembers the 
joy she felt when she and her two 
daughters first visited Shaw.

“The principal looked like them 
— she was a young Black woman 
who was excited to see them,” 
she said. “They were really big 
on family engagement, family in-
volvement, and that’s just some-
thing you don’t see that often.”

Now, with the school’s fate in 
question, Ramsey is debating 
whether to keep Emersyn there.

Ramsey’s dilemma illustrates 
what the district calls its “cycle of 
declining enrollment”: Schools’ 
enrollment falls, leading to finan-
cial instability — which prompts 
even more families to leave.

Some urban school districts 
that are losing students, including 
Denver, Indianapolis, and Kansas 
City, Missouri, are consider-
ing school closures. Earlier this 
year, the Oakland, California, 
school board voted to close sev-
eral small schools despite furious 
protests.

Schools
From D1

The seven paintings, one sculp-
ture and 17 ceramic pieces that 
Prindaville has completed thus 
far reflect a number of the school’s 
areas, including pathology, his-
tology, epidemiology, zoological 
medicine and large animal med-
icine.

“I’ve met a number of amazing 
animals here. The top of the list 
for me is actually this baby brown 
thrasher that was here when I ar-
rived. He was just a little nestling,” 
she said. “Because he was a little 
bit imprinted, he posed for me re-
ally well. He wasn’t scared of me. 
He would sit in all these interest-
ing positions. I got to watch him 
grow up.”

Prindaville created two paint-
ings of the brown thrasher, which 
was eventually released into the 
wild, painting him three times 
across those paintings. She also 
painted a Mississippi kite and 
a Nigerian Dwarf goat named 
Morticia. Morticia was slated to 
deliver her kid via C-section, but 
she ended up spending roughly six 
weeks at the school before finally 
going into labor. 

“I got to see her hours-old baby 
when, finally, it was delivered via 
C-section. He is the cutest thing,” 
she said of baby Lurch. “I haven’t 
painted him yet, but I will paint 

him.”
Prindaville found the process 

of photographing mosquitoes 
“fascinating.” In order for her to 
take reference images of the tiny 
insects for her paintings, they had 
to be briefly frozen. 

“Not to kill them, but to just 
slow their blood down enough so 
that they’re not going to fly,” she 
explained. “Then, they gently 
tweezed them out onto a metal 
tray on a block of ice. Depending 
on far away you scooted the metal 
tray from the block of ice, they’d 

sort of sluggishly reanimate. If 
they reanimated too much, you’d 
scoot it back on the ice to chill 
them out a little bit more.” 

Prindaville ended up painting a 
portrait of two female mosquitoes 
after they had a blood meal, along 
with three mosquito eggs on the 
ovipositioning paper, which is the 
paper used to hatch mosquito eggs 
for research purposes.

Prindaville’s exhibition at LSU 
opened on July 25. She said her 
work will also be on display at 
Lauritzen Gardens in Omaha in 

mid-August and in Town and 
Country, Missouri, in October. 
She’s tentatively planning a show 
at Morningside University next 
fall. 

“I’m still trying to create some 
more work. I don’t know when I’ll 

finish it,” she said. “I have a pos-
sum painting in progress right 
now; and I have a few other pieces 
in very early stages of design going 
on, too. I do hope the final body of 
work connected to this artist resi-
dency will be even bigger.”

Art
From D1

PROVIDED‌

Shelby Prindaville, an associate professor and head of the Visual Arts 
Department at Morningside University, photographs a brown thrasher 
nestling, while participating in an artist-in-residency program at Louisiana 
State University in Baton Rouge. 

SHELBY PRINDAVILLE ‌

Crèche Chic, mixed media painting of brown thrasher nestlings including 
Integrative Medicine’s Jing Tang Herbal Concentrated Red Lung and 
Concentrated Prostate Invigorator and acrylic on panel 2022

1114 4th Street, Sioux City, IA 51101

NORTHSIDE • $350,000

4220 47TH STREET

CALLBARB
4 bedroom,

3 bathroom ranch
homewith 3 car

garage. This home is in
excellent condition and
is on a quiet street.

DAKOTA DUNES • $465,000

432 GLEN EAGLE COURT

CALLBARB
Pride of ownership
showswith this
4 bedroom,

4 bathroom, 1.5 story
home. This home has a
3 car garage and sits on

a cul de sac.

LAND FOR SALE

COMMERCIAL LOTS: 1800 BLK OF HWY 20 LAWTON, IA
East of Midwest Equipment. • 22.27 acres

1/2 miles east of Charles north side of road • 29.04 acres
1/4-1/2 mile, east of Midwest Equipment N’side of road. GC zoning • 34.5 acres
Property surrounds Hobart sales. S’side of Hwy 20. GC land • approx. 70 acres

FARM LAND FOR SALE
1700 HWY 20, LAWTON: 43.25 acres

Currently cash rent, approved for commercial sites.
1800 HWY 20, LAWTON: Approx. 86 acres, most tillable except windbreak

BUILDING LOTS-CALL BARB

33177 480TH AVENUE, JEFFERSON • $175,000
CALLBARB

Building lot on 2.29 acres
1213 TUCKER HILL, HINTON • $70,000

CALLBARB
.64 acre lot. One of the best building

lots with great views
to the east.

NORTHSIDE • $525,000

3638 LINDENWOOD STREET

CALLBARB
This 4 bedroom,

4 bathroom1.5 story
home has received
impeccable care
and has had some
wonderful updates.

Lots of windows and a
great deck to enjoy the
views of the back yard.33240 GLEN DRIVE #11

ACREAGE • $700,000

CALLBARB
Lots of formal and
casual living and

entertaining spaces
with this ranch home
plus a 6 car garage

and shop.

1407 WEST 3RD STREET

WESTSIDE • $75,000

NEWLISTINGBY
BARB

2 bedroom,
1 bathroom home
with off street

parking.

4115 COUNTRY CLUB BLVD

NORTHSIDE • $515,000

CALLKELSEY
5 bedroom,
5 bathroom,
5 car garage,

Colonial style home
on 2.15 acres in
Country Club.

909 CAMPBELL STREET

NORTH SIOUX CITY • $375,000

CALLBARB
3 bedroom,

3 bathroom ranch
home with a flat yard.
Easy access to I29.

5802 STONE AVENUE

ACREAGE • $500,000
CALLBARB

1.5 story home with
fun floor plan with

3 bedrooms,
3 bathrooms, walkout
lower level and above
ground pool. 6 car

detached garage and
31 x 25 outbuilding.

179 NORTH CANTERBURY CIRCLE

NORTH SIOUX CITY • $475,000 CALLBARB
New construction

2 bedroom,
2 bathroom,

2 car garage home
with open floor plan
and covered deck
on a cul de sac.

Appliance allowance.

MORNINGSIDE • $491,000

4567 WHITETAIL COURT

CALLBARB
New construction

home with
2 bedrooms,

2 bathrooms and
a 3 car garage in a
new development in
Morningside. Area will
feature a club house
and private pond.

WHISPERING CREEK • $470,000

6820 PRAIRIE VIEW DRIVE

CALLBARB
New construction

walkout ranch home with
2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms
and a 3 car garage. Lower

level will be roughed
in for a family room, 2
more bedrooms and a

bathroom.
Tax abatement.

DAKOTA DUNES • $550,000
CALLBARB

New construction
3 bedroom,

2 bathroom ranch
home with zero

entry, in floor heat
and open floor plan.

574 E DEERFIELD CIRCLE904 EAST PINEHURST TRAIL

DAKOTA DUNES • $1,800,000
CALLBARB

New construction
home with

5 bedrooms, a
20 x 40 inground
pool, upgraded

interior finishes, all on
a golf course lot.

NEW CONSTRUCTION

NEW PRICENEW PRICE


